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SUBJECT: SAG BANS OUTSTANDING BLACK THEOLOGIAN 

1. REV. DR. MANAS BUTHELEZI, BRILLIANT US EDUCATED (PHD DREW 
UNIVERSITY) BLACK THEOLOGIAN WHO ONLY RECENTLY RETURNED FROM 
ONE MONTH LECTURE TOUR OF US UNDER SPONSORSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
OF AMERICA IS LATEST IN GROWING LIST OF ARTICULATE BLACK URBAN 
SPOKESMEN TO SUFFER BANNING BY SAG. FIVE YEAR BANNING ORDER 
UNDER SUPPRESSION OF COMMUNISM ACT SERVED ON HIM YESTERDAY AT 
HIS HOME IN AFRICAN TOWNSHIP NEAR PIETERMARITZBURG. 

2. FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM US IN 1968 REV. BUTHELEZI, WHO 

IS A COUSIN OF CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI, SERVED AS PASTOR OF SMALL 
AFRICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEAR PIETERMARITZBURG. HE WAS VISITING 
PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY AT HEIDELBERG UNIVERSITY IN GERMANY IN 1972 
AND IN MARCH 1973 WAS NAMED NATAL REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
INSTITUTE. HE SERVED THIS YEAR ON CONGEN'S MULTI-RACIAL 
SELECTION COMMITTEE FOR IIE GRANTS. BUTHELEZI WAS CO-AUTHOR 
OF "ESSAYS ON BLACK THEOLOGY ", DESCRIBED AS UNUSUALLY PERCEPTIVE 
EXAMINATION OF THIS IMPORTANT SUBJECT BUT WHICH WAS BANNED BY 
SAG SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 
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3. IN RECENT SERMONS AND ADDRESSES IN DURBAN AREA, 38 YEAR OLD 
REV. BUTHELEZI HAS WON GROWING REPUTATION AS SINCERE, PROFOUND 
AND BRILLIANT PROPONENT OF APPLYING CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA'S TORTURED RACIAL CONFRONTATION. HE HAS 
CONSISTENTLY STRESSED NON-VIOLENCE AS SINE QUA NON TO ANY 
SOLUTION OF GROWING RACIAL IMPASSE. HIS BANNING IS BEING MET 
WITH SHOCK AND DISBELIEF AMONG PERSONS OF ALL RACES AND STRONG 
PUBLIC CONDEMNATION HAS ALREADY COME FROM MANY QUARTERS 
INCLUDING REV. ALPHEUS ZULU, ANGLICAN BISHOP OF ZULULAND; 
DUCHESNE GRICE, PROMINENT DURBAN LAWYER/BANKER AND NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT INSTITUTE RACE RELATIONS; REV. BEYERS NAUDE, DIRECTOR 
OF CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE; AND REV. ATHOL JENNINGS, CHAIRMAN 
NATAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. PROF. COLIN GARDNER OF UNIVERSITY 
OF NATAL PERHAPS BEST SUMMED UP REACTION TO SILENCING OF 
BUTHELEZI WITHOUT ANY CHARGES OR TRIAL WHEN HE TERMED "THIS 
CRUEL AND FOOLISH ACT" AGAINST A MAN WHO "HAS BEEN SPEAKING 
SOBER COMMON SENSE ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA'S RACIAL PROBLEM IN A 
SPIRIT OF CHRISTIAN COMPASSION AND RECONCILIATION" AN ACT 

OF "PURE INJUSTICE". 

4. COMMENT: BANNING OF REV. BUTHELEZI, WHOSE REPUTATION AS SOLID 
SCHOLAR AND THEOLOGIAN WITH BALANCED OUTLOOK IS WIDESPREAD IN 
DURBAN AREA, WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE CONTINUING REPERCUSSIONS, 
PROBABLY MORE THAN OTHER RECENT BANNINGS IN THIS AREA. FACT 
THAT HE IS A RELATIVE AND CLOSE TO CHIEF BUTHELEZI MAY BE 

SEEN AS NON-TOO-SUBLTE WARNING BY SAG; IT IS NEAREST THAT ANY 
BANNING HAS YET COME TO THAT HOMELAND LEADER. 
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